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E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: PGOV, PINT, UY 

SUB J : BLANCOS HOLD PEACEFUL CEREMONY 
REF: MONTEVIDEO 3033 (DTG P R 091655Z SEP 78) 

1 . ON 10 SEPTEMBER, FIVE DAYS AFTER POISONING OF 

MARIA CECILIA FONTANA DE HEBER, AND ATTEMPTED POISONING 
OF HEBER AND TWO OTHER PROMINENT BLANCOS, URUGUAY'S LARGEST 
PARTISAN POLITICAL DEMONSTRATION SINCE THE MILITARY TAKEOVER 
IN 1973 TOOK PLACE. IN A MASSIVE DISPLAY OF SUPPORT, AN 
ESTIMATED 6000 PERSONS ATTENDED THIS YEAR'S COMMEMORATION 
OF THE 1904 DEATH OF BLANCO PARTY HERO GENERAL APARICIO 
SARA VIA. 

2. THE BRIEF PEACEFUL OUTDOOR DEMONSTRATION, AUTHORIZED 
BY THE POLICE SOME TIME AGO, FEATURED SHORT SPEECHES, 

FLORAL TRIBUTES AND SOME CHEERING, WHICH OCCASIONALLY 
INVOKED THE NAME OF GOU NEMESIS AND BLANCO-IN-EXILE 
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WILSON FERREIRA ALDUNATE. FOLLOWING PAST PRACTICE, THE 
POLICE DETAINED SEVERAL OF THE COMMEMORATIONS ORGANIZERS AND 
A FEW PARTICULARLY OBSTREPEROUS DEMONSTRATORS, BUT ALL WERE 
RELEASED THE SAME DAY. PRESS COVERAGE WAS NOT INTENSIVE, 
ALTHOUGH ONE LEADING DAILY, "EL PAIS" DISPLAYED A LARGE 
CAPTIONED PHOTO OF THE EVENT ON THE FRONT PAGE. 
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3. COMMENT: BLANCO OUTRAGE AT THE HEBER MURDER, FOLLOWING 
YEARS OF POLITICAL FRUSTRATION, MADE SPONTANEOUS OR ORGANIZED 
VIOLENCE AT THE CEREMONY A DANGEROUS POSSIBILITY. APPARENTLY, 

HOWEVER, THE EFFORTS OF MODERATE BLANCOS TO CALM HOT-HEADED 
ELEMENTS OF THE PARTY'S YOUTH WERE SUCCESSFUL. 

PEZZULLO 
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